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CHAPTER 36 
The Audit Act 
l.-(1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint an "n~in.tment 
officer to be called the'' Provincial Auditor", in this Act called the 0 • uditor 
"Auditor". 
(2) The Auditor shall be paid a salary to be fixed by the Sal:ir:v 
Lieutenant Governor in Council, which shall be charged to and 
paid out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund. 
(3) The salary of the Auditor shall not be reduced except on Idem 
address of the Assembly. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 1. 
2. The Auditor shall hold office during good behaviour, but Tenure or 
office shall be removable for cause by the Lieutenant Governor on 
address of the Assembly. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 2. 
3. The Lieutenant Governor in Council, upon the recommen-
dation of the Auditor, may appoint an officer to be called the 
"Assistant Provincial Auditor" who, in the absence of the 
Auditor owing to illness or otherwise or in case of a vacancy in the 
office, shall during such absence or vacancy possess the powers 
and perform the duties of the Auditor. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 3. 
Assis tant 
Auditor 
4. The Lieutenant Governor in Council, upon the recommen- Af.po!nlmcnt 
dation of the Auditor, may appoint to the staff of the Auditor 0 officcni 
such officers, clerks and other persons as the Auditor considers 
necessary. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 4. 
5. The Auditor may make orders and rules for the conduct of Orders and 
h . I b . f h" ff" d d b f rules how t e interna usrness o 1s o ice an may suspen any mem er o made 
his staff. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 5. 
6. The Auditor may delegate to any member of his staff DelcRation 
authority to perform any duty, act or function which by this Act ~~lhorilv 
he is required to do other than reporting to the Assembly or to the · 
Lieutenant Governor in Council. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 6. 
7. Every department of the public service shall furnish the Information 
Auditor with such information regarding its powers, duties, ~~~~':.': 
activities, organizatiou, financial transactions and methods of 
business as he from time to time requires, and the Auditor shall be 
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and all other papers, things or property belonging to or in use by 
the department and necessary to facilitate the audit and shall be 
afforded every facility for verifying transactions with the bal-
ances or securities held by depositaries, fiscal agents or custodi-
ans. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 7, amended. 
8 . ~ othing in this Act shall be construed to affect t he responsi-
bility of any minister, deputy minister, departmental officer or 
other person charged with the administration of public moneys, 
and the responsibility for the cond uct of the financial business of 
each department shall rest with the head of the department, and, 
before accounts are recommended to the Treasurer of Ontario for 
payment, they shall be checked and examined in detail and 
vouched as correct in every respect and allowed and passed by the 
proper departmental officers. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 8. 
9.-(1) Except where otherwise provided, the Auditor shall 
examine on behalf of the Assembly all accounts of expenditure of 
public moneys out of the Consolid ated Revenue Fund, whether 
held in trust or otherwise. 
(2) The Auditor shall sati.sfy himself that every account 
requisitioned for payment is in accordance with t he terms and 
conditions of the grant to which the account relates. 
(3) The Auditor, after satisfying himself that a voucher has 
been examined and certified as correct by the department 
concerned, may, in his discretion and having regard to the 
character of the departmental examination, admit it as satisfacto-
ry, but, if the Treasury Board desires any voucher to be examined 
in greater detail, the Auditor shall do so. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 9. 
IO. The Audi.tor may station one or more members of his staff 
in any department of the public ser vice to enable him to carry out 
his duties under this Act more effectively, and the department 
shall provide such accommodation as is required for the pur-
pose. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 10. 
11.- ( I) Except as provided in this section or section 12, no 
cheque for the payment of public money shall issue without the 
certificate of the Auditor that there is legislative authority for the 
payment. 
(2) When, upon an application for a cheque, the Auditor has 
reported that there is no legislative authority, then upon the 
written opinion of the ~linister of Justice and Attorney General 
or Deputy :Vlinister of Justice and Deputy Attorney General that 
there is legislative authority, citing it, the cheque may be issued. 
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(3) The authority to make an expenditure under a special Lap"' of 
warrant lapses and any unexpended balance shall be written off at ~/:~ts 
the end of the fiscal year in which the warrant is given, except that 
during the period of thirty days next following the end of the fiscal 
year there may be paid an amount not exceeding the unexpended 
balance of the warrant for the purpose of discharging any debt 
that was incurred during such fiscal year, and such expenditure 
may be charged in the accounts of such fiscal year. 
( 4) When the Auditor has refused to certify that a cheque may IM~rcnce 
issue, the minister of the department requisitioning the cheque \{'0~:3Mury 
may upon notice to the Auditor refer the matter to the Treasury 
Board and thereupon t he correspondence in the case together 
with a memorandum stating, 
(a) the legislative authority under which it is considered the 
expenditure may be made; 
(b) the objections taken by the Auditor; and 
(c) the answer to the objections, 
shall be submitted by the minister in charge of the department to 
the Treasury Board and the Board may in its discretion order the 
issue of the cheque. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 11, amended. 
12.-( l ) The certificate or order of the :VI inister of Justice and 
Attorney General or Deputy Minister of Justice and Deputy 
Attorney General that a sum of money is required to be paid out 
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund on account of the investiga-
tion, detection or punishment of any offence against the laws of 
Ontario or of Canada, or on account of special services or 
disbursements in connection with inquests, or any purpose 
connected with the administration of justice in either civil or 
criminal matters, is sufficient authority for the issuing oi a cheque 
by the Treasurer of Ontario for the amount named in the 
certificate or order, and the officer or o'ther person to whom the 
cheque is issued shall account to the :\Iinister of Justice and 
Attorney General for the proper disbursement of the amount 




(2) The certificate of the ;\ Iinister of Justice and Attorney Certificate 
General or Deputy :\Iinister of Justice and Deputy Attorney ~~~un~~~"" 
General that any moneys received by any officer or other person for 
under tlhis section have been duly accounted for is final and 
conclusive and the account is not subject to any further examina-
tion. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 12, amended. 
13. Every cheque issued by the Treasurer of Ontario shall be c:ou!'t.er-




















as to charges 
against ap-
propriations 
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14.-(1) No payment shall be authorized by the Auditor in 
respect of services, publications, grants, work or material unless, 
in addition to a.ny other voucher or certificate that may be 
required, the accounts accompanying the requisition for payment 
bear the certificate of an official who has knowledge of the facts to 
the effect that the person has been in attendance, that the 
publication is being received and is billed at scheduled rates, that 
any relevant regulations have been complied with, that the work 
has been performed or the material supplied, as the case may be, 
and that the price charged is according to contract or, if not 
covered by contract, is fair and just. 
(2) Notwithstanding any provision oi this Act, the Auditor, 
before authorizing the payment of a.ny public money, may require 
the matter to be referred to the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
for his approval, and, unless the approval of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council is given, s uch payment shall not be 
made. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 14. 
15.-(1) The Public Accounts cover the pe:riod from the 
commencement of business on the 1st day of April in one year to 
the close of business on the 31st day of Jlarch in the next year, 
which period constitutes the fiscal ·year. 
(2) All estimates submitted to the Legislature shall be for 
services coming in course of payment during the fiscal year. 
(3) All balances of appropriations thai remain unexpended at 
the end of a fiscal year lapse and shall be written off, except that 
during the period of thirty days next following the end of such 
fiscal year there may be paid out of any appropriation an amount 
not exceeding the unexpended balance of the appropriation for 
the purpose of discharging any debt that was incurred during such 
fiscal year, and the expenditure may be charged in the accounts of 
such fiscal year, but any debts that remain unpaid at the end of 
the period of thirty days next following the end of such fiscal year 
shall be paid out of the appropriation for the ensuing fiscal 
year. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 15. 
16. The Public Accounts shall be prepared under the direction 
of the Auditor and shall be delivered to the Lieutenant Governor 
in Council and laid before the Assembly within the first ten days 
of the first session held in the following calendar year. R.S.O. 
1960,c.27,s. 16. 
17. If a d ifference arises between the Auditor and the minister 
of any department respecting the appropriation or account to 
which an authorized expenditure should be charged, the differ-
ence may be referred by the minister to the Treasury Board, and 
the Board shall determine in what manner and to what appropria-
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tion or account the expenditure shall be charged. R.S.O. 1960, c. 
27, s. 17. 
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18. Notwithstanding anything in this Act, whenever the l'a.vment.• 
Assembly has concurred in the report of the Committee of Supply b~·L.~~:::~~'" 
recommending the passing of any estimates, the Lieutenant · · 
Governor in Council may authorize the payment of any items of 
expenditure so concurred in. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 18. 
19.-(1) The Auditor shall, on behalf of the Assembly, exam-
ine all accounts of receipts of public moneys forming part of the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund whether held in t rust or otherwise in 
order to ascertain that adequate regulations and procedures are in 
operation to secure an effective check on the assessment, collec-





(2) The Auditor shall satisfy himself as to the correctness of Examinat ion 
theaccountsmentionedinsubsection 1. R.S.0.1960,c.27,s. 19. orreceipts 
20.-(1) The Auditor shall make an annual report to the 
Assembly respecting the fiscal year then closed, 
(a) as to his examination of accounts of receipts and 
payments of public moneys; 
(b) as to his examination of the balance sheet and related 
schedules shown in the Public Accounts, in which he 
shall state whether they were compared with the books 
of account and financial records, and whether he has 
obtained all the information and explanations he has 
required, and whether, in his opinion, they are properly 
drawn up so as to present fairly the financial position of 
the Province oi Ontario; 
(c) as to all special warrants and cheques for the issue of 
which he has refused to certify, citing the date and the 
amount of any expenditures incurred in consequence 
thereof; 
(d) as to all orders of the Treasury Board issued for the 
authorization of expenditure in excess of appropria-
tions, citing the date, the amount authorized and the 
amount expended; 
(e) as to any important change in the extent or character of 
any examination made by him; and 
(j) as to such matters as he desires to bring to the attention 
of the Assembly. 
Annual 
report 
(2) T he report of the Auditor shall be delivered to the Lieu ten- Tabling 
ant Governor in Council and \aid before the Assembly within the report 
first ten days of the first session held in the following calendar 









s ip: natures 
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21. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to require the 
Auditor to examiine or report upon the accounts of any agency of 
the Crown if the Lieutenant Governor in Council, in pursuance of 
statutory authority in that behalf, has designated another audi-
tor to examine and report upon the accounts of such agen-
cy. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 21. 
22. The Auditor may examine any person on oath on any 
matter pertinent to any account submitted to him for examina-
tion, and such oath may be administered by him to any person 
whom he desires to examine. R.S.O. 1960, c. 27, s. 22. 
23. The Auditor may authorize the use of a facsimile of his 
signature or a facsimi le of the signature of any officer or clerk 
authorized to sign for him. R.S.0. 1960, c. 27, s. 23. 
